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TOUR OVERVIEW

Incredible India is more than a counteyA G Q& F Ydzf GA Odzf GdzNF £ &dzo O2y GAYySyd GAGF
nowhere is this diversity more evident than in thgotic south. Cross from Chennai on the Bay of Bengal to Kochi on the
Arabian Sea, exploring elegant colonial cities, passing through tropical landscapes and discovering classical Tamil cities
dominated by toweringgopuram Visit historic churches, ancietemples and romantic palaces. Stroll through scented

spice plantations, cruise on the tranquil backwaters of Kerala and witness a drafadliakali dance show and much

more over 13 spellbinding days enjoying the splendour of the south.

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS

. Chennai.Visit Fort St George, enjoy a sightseeing tour
DURATION: along the promenade and visit Catholic Santhome Basi
and the Hindu Kapaleeshwar Temple

Puducherry:Savour the Gallic charms of this former
French colony with a city tour and visit the famous
Aurobindo ashram

Thanjavur:Admire the Brihadishwara temple and see th
remnants of the royal palace

Tiruchirappalli:Enjoy stunning views over the River Kart
from the ancient temple atop a massive rock and explol
the vast holy island of Srirangam

Madurai: Experience another world at the magnificent
Meenakshi temple and the Tirumala Nayak Palace

Periyar:Come face to face with the wildlife Periyar
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capital
9 Start & finish destination Backwaterscruise:Sail from Kumakan to Alleppey on a
1. Chennai 8. Kochi traditional houseboat and see an India few visitors ever
N experience
Destinations
Q 2.Puducherry 4. Madurai 6. Kumarakom Kochi:Sightseeing tour with visits to the Mattancherry
3. Thanjavur 5. Periyar 7. Alappuzha Dutch Palace, synagogue,F8anci§Church, the Chinese

fishing nets and more

DON'T MISS

Thanjavur:Put arupee in the trunk of Madurai: Rise early and head to the Kochi:Hire a bike and go for a cycle it
the Brihadeeswara Temple elephant colourful and fragrant flower market Fort Kochi just before sunsetthe
YR AGQff RA&LISy awhere the locals get their garlands ~ place is abuzz and the colours are
trunk incredible

DAY BY DAY

DAY1| CHENNAI

Arrival at Chennai International Airport for meet and greet by a Le Passage to India representative folyaweetsfer to
your hotel with the rest of the day at leisure
A Overnight in Chennai hotel on a halfoard basis.

DAY2| CHENNAI

Enjoy breakfast at the hotel before exploring Chennai withity tour taking in the top sights and attractions of the city
formerly known as Madras. The story of Chennai (formerly known as Madras) is indelibly linked to the outside world,
from the proselytising of St Thomas the Apostle in the first century to its more recent role as the car manufacturing



W5 S{NRAG betvieenl tiieRe hav@lseen IPgftuguese, Dutch and especially British colonial influences. The first stop
is atFort St Georgewhich was the toehold from which the British began in the 17th century their colonisation of the
area. The walled fort is surroundeby verdant woodlands and thus retains a secluded and otherworldly air, detached
from the hustle and bustle of the city. Today, its historic buildings house the secretariat of the regional government of
Tamil Nadu and the local assembly as well as theirfaing Fort Museum. Drop int8 t Mar y ', whiclCik the ¢ h
oldest Anglican shrine in India, and travel back in time to the halcyon days of the Raj at Fort Museum, which houses an
intriguing collection of weapons, colonial uniforms and East India Coynpeemorabilia. Continue the tour by the coast,
driving southwards along Marina beach and by the elegant promenade en route to Mylapore, which was the historically
WLYRAFY &aSOiA2y QSastibmeilasicaldcdtad. TheybBsilica K& WY the Portuguese on the site
GKSNBE GKS {G ¢K2Yl & ¢6la arAR (2 06S 0d2NASR IyR A& (GKS K2
visit of the tour is to the nearbifapaleeshwarar Templevhose elaborate and colourful anetre-high gopua stands in
stark contrast to the austerity of the whitewashed Christian churches. Return to the hotel with the rest of the day free at
leisure.

A Overnight in Chennai hotel on a halffoard basis.

DAY3| CHENNAF PUDUCHERRYBQkm—2.5 hrs)

Take to the oad dter breakfastat the hotel,driving southwards to Puducherry, which for three centuries was the capital
of French India and retains an enduring Gallic ambience. @hemk arrival with time at leisure until meeting up in the
afternoon for asightseeng tour of Puducherry which is still popularly known by its French colonial namasfdicherry
The historic French quarter the Ville Blancheg is full of neat tredined streets of elegant pastebloured colonial
0dzAf RAy3ad {SS (KS ¢movNates R3j NiwadtBe\Bldpedrsiyle Bhafathi &8k and the famous
Romain Rolland Librarfhe French also left behind a number efhtiful churches such a¢otre Dame des Angewhich
has a oil painting of Our Lady of the Assumptidonatedby Napoleon Il the Immaculate Conception Cathedrabhich
is in the rare Spanish Herrerian style, and the @Gihic Basilica of the Sacred Bie of JesusVisitthe SriAurobindo
ashram,which attractsfollowers from all over the worldvho come in search of yoga, meditation and peace of mind

A Dinner andovernight in Puducherry hotel on a halioard basis.

DAY4 | PUDUCHERRYCHINDAMBARAM THANJAVURGOkmM—6.5 hrs)

AR | RPo®#2x G FGEYNI oNBIF{Frad +ta ¢S KSIFIR AyflyR (2 NHzNIt ¢
Chidambaramto visit the vastThillai Natarajah temple The town radiates from the temple, which is right lire theart of
ChidambaramThe temple is famed for a colourful chariot festival it hosts every year and for its ornate architecture, with

one of the four sevesrstorey gopuram encompassingall 108 pose sequences of the classicsduthern Indian
Bharathanatyam danceContinue the journey, crossing the Rivallidambefore arriving at Thanjavur (formerly known

as Tanjore) for cheeik. Rest of the day at leisure.

A Dinner and wernight in Thanjavur hotel on a halfoard basis.

DAY5| THANJAVUR-TIRUCHIRAPPAHMADURAI 210km—4 hrs)

.NBF{Frad G GKS K20GSt A & farfofsi1, 0 ye&-8ld Biiladedsward A énipléwhich2is ¢ K|y
considered one of the greatest examples of classical Tamil architecture. Behind its &l fsaargecourtyard in which

the main temple stands guarded laysacred bultarved out ofa single stoneThe temple was built by the Chola dynasty

not just to honour the Lord Shiva but as an expression of power and wédlthcorridors around theasictum havea

number ofsculptures as well aecently discovered Chola frescoesp#lace and the remains @ fort that surrounded

the temple can still be seeNisit also the Maratha Palace, whasege corridors, spacious halise beautifully decorated

with frescoes andntricate carvings. The palace also featusss underground tunnela tower and a templeDepart
Thanjavur forTiruchirappallié F2 NYSNI & ¢NAOK&0o | o62dzi |y K2dzZNR& RNARGS G2
arrival. In the aftemoon, a city tour explores the main sights and attractions of this former Chola cagisil.the

Rockfort, whichrises more than 80m metres above the city amoiminates the landscapé?t its summit isa rockcut
templededicated to the Lord Ganeshaith the steep climhof 434 stepsa sign of devotionThe views from the top of the

city, the River Kaveri and trgopuramof Srirangam islandare spectacular. The island is the next stop, with a visit to the



vast Sri Ranganathaswamy Templghose 21 towers ris could be seeffrom the Rockfort rising above the vegetation.
The maingopurais 13 storeys high and at more than 70 metres is the sedalhelst temple tower in Asia. The temple is
virtually a city within a city it is larger than the Vatican Cityand you can wander freely through most of it before
continuing to the journey to the 2,560@earold city of Madurai. Cheelk on arrival with the rest of the day free.

A Dinner and oernight in Madurai hotel on a hatboard basis.

DAY6 | MADURAI

{F @2dzN) oNBI 1 Flrad G G§KS K2GS¢ 0STF2NB G(G2dzNAy3 al RdzZNI A X
importance to Tamil culture. Visit the wallédeenakshi Amman Templewhich isdedicated to the consorof the Lord
Shiva.The temple boasts 1gopuramof between 40 and 50 metres, and two goldeimanamamong its attractions,
which are located in four distinct areas. The focal points for devoted Hindus argotben shrine over the sanctum of
Meenakshiand the @lden lotus tank while to strollalong the many halls flanked by sculpted pillars is a spellbinding
experience. llon-Hindus are not allowed ithe sanctum of templg Continue to theTirumala Nayak Palacewhich is
2km away, and admire this breathtaking example of Dravidtamic archicture. What remains of the palace is but a
quarter of its original size from its 17th century heyday but the grace and order of its stuccoed domes and broad arches
have stood the test of time. (An early morning visit to the flower market is availabledns is ready to take you there
at no extra cost.) Afternoon is free at leisure. In theeeing return to the Meenakshi Amman Templ®r the daily
closing ceremonyn which the idol of Lord Shivarisoved to thetemple ofthe deity Parvati.

A Dinner and aernight in Madurai hotel on a hatboard basis.

DAY7| MADURAI PERIYARLA0km—4.5 hrs)

Take to the road after breakfast at the hotel with a scenic drive through the Kumbum valley to Periyar. This beautiful hill
station in the Western Ghats is 1,0@fetres above sea level and is famed throughout India for the quality of its spices.
Break for lunch (not included) on arrival withviit in the afternoon to a spice gardeto breathe in the fragrances of
plants such as cardamom, cinnamon, cloves, gingeitmeg, pepper and vanilla as well as tea and coffeeriyar is
deyz2yevyzdza 6AGK LISLIISNI a ¢p: 2F LYRAIFIQa LINRRdAzOGAZ2Y O2Y
day free at leisure.

A Dinner and aernight in Periyar hotel on &alf-board basis

DAY8| PERIYARKUMARAKOM140km-4 hrs)

ExplorePeriyar National Park and Wildlife Sanctuaajter breakfast at the hotel, with walk guided by a naturalistThe
NBaSNPSQa NIy3aS 2F Ff 2Nl | YR R[ah 1 drchid specieshiBd tréei Subhlad nfaigbest y R
FYR olyeélya a ¢Sttt Fa gAftREAFS ftA1S StSLKIyda FyR . Sy3
2NAIAYIGSa Ay GKS LI N)l Qa RSyaS 7T20M8 fudkaydu cinibbsBrieherds dfRvittry R [
elephants and bison drinking. @ltake also attracts many species of local and migratory birds. In the aftermaks to

the road for Kumarakom, with cheék on arrival at the resortKkumarakomis located on theeastern shore olLake

Vembanad from where a network ofanalsrivers andstreamsspreads out as part of the famous backwaters of Kerala

A Dinner and aernight in Kumarakom resort on a halfoard basis

DAY9| KUMARAKOM

Relax over breakfast in the m$ and then enjoy dull day at leisure Options include a stroll along the shoreline of Lake
Vembanad, cycling and walking tours, ayurvedic massages and treatments, visits to local markets or simply floating in the
infinity pool overlooking the lake. Aitwer attraction in Kumarakom is the proliferation of pictypestcard pastel
coloured churches belonging to denominations of St Thomas Christians, which have thrived in Kerala since the times of St
Thomas the Apostle. Nowadays, Christians make up abo@t ha2 ¥ (G KS RAAGNROG Q& LJ2 LJdzf F (A 2
offer a fascinating insight into these communities, which for centuries were isolated from their coreligionists and thus
developed their own enduring culture and beliefs.

A Dinner and wernight in Kumarakom resort on a hatboard basis



DAY10| KUMARAKOM-BACKWATERS CRUISE TO ALAPPUZHA

After breakfast at the hotel, head to the shore to board yamwn personal houseboat for a scenic and leisurely
backwaters cruise The houseboats are adaptations kdttuvallamboats, which were used for generations to transport
rice and spices. Only natural materials are used and not a single nail should have to hold the boat together. The air
conditioned boats have been fitted wiitsolar panels for electricity and bimilets to ensure that the delicate eesystem
of the backwaters ideft undisturbed. Sail through the intricate labyrinth of streams and canals crisscrossing paddy
fields, marshlands and lagoons, and passing remoteirches, temples and villagesThe serene natural beauty and
simple charm of the backwaters surprises at every turn. This i&#nalacountryside at its bestAllow yourself to drift
away as the beautifully decorated houseboat glides through mangrovdsuader coconut groves while you feast on
traditional Keralan disheg.he houseboasails until 17:00 andnchorsin the evening allowing you to alight and enjay
leisurely walk through paddy fieldeemote villagesandlocal markesto experience ruralife. The air conditioning runs at
night only when the boat is at anchor.

A Overnight on board the houseboain a full board basis.

DAY11l| ALAPPUZHAKOCHI{Okm-2 hrg

Dock in Alappuzha (also known by its colonial era name of Alleppey) in the mandrigansfer to Kochi after breakfast.
Checkin on arrival at the hotel with the afternoon at leisure. Kochi, which feasierly known as Cochin, is one of the
most culturally diverse cities in India, with ancient Christian and Jewish communities as wadre traditional Hindu,
Muslim and Buddhist ones. Its colonial past has also bequeathed a heritage that features Portuguese, Dutch and British
cultures and architecturdn the evening, attend &athakali dance performance enjoy a spectaculadrama baed on
stories fromancient Sanskrit epicsThe dancei@elaborate make up and flamboyantmasksare as fascinating as the
choreography and plots

A Overnight in Kochi hotel on a halboard basis.

DAY12| KOCHI

Enjoy breakfast at the hotel before departing for a guided tour of the &ifgit the Mattancherry Palace which is

popularly known as the Dutch Paladéattancherryis home to a priceless collection of Hindu murals painted using the
ancient tempera techigue and a portrait collection of rajas. Continue to the adjaceatadesi Synagoguevhich has
ASNWSR a GKS KSFENIoSIG 2F GKS OAGeQa WSgAAaK O2YYdzyade
in the historic Jew Town districth@& interior boasts a wealth of glass chandeliers imported from Belgium in the 19th
century andblue willowpatterned floor tileso NR dz3 K FNRY / KAyl | OSyiddzNBE SI NI ASI
important Christian shrines. Christians account fore-timrd of the population. St Franci$ Church dates from the
Portuguese period and the famous explorer Vasco da Gama was buried here. When they Dutch took over, they gave it the
distinct Dutch gable it now has. Continue $anta Cruz Basilicavhose creantoloured neeGothic exterior contrasts
with the frescoed arches and multicoloured floor tiles of the interidhile driving along the coast, at thd IND 2 dzNX a
mouth, you can observe the rare and sfilinctioning Chinesefishing nets, which were introduced by the tradefsom
Chinain the 14h century. The tour ends in thevell-preservedFort Kochj where you carwander through the historic
streets and alleys flanked witbutch and Portuguese buildingsich as David Hall, Thakur Hoasel Bastion Bungalow
The afternoon is free at leisure

A Overnight in Kochi hotel on a halboard basis.

DAY13| KOCHI

Departthe hotel after breakfast and transfer to Kochi Airport
A Breakfast included.

END OF SERVICES




INCLUDED

TOUR GUIDE:

A Operatedwith Englishspeaking tour manager throughout

ACCOMMODATION:

A Twelve nights in hotels as indicated on a fmal&ird basis and one night on the houseboat on a full board basis
MEALS:

A Breakfasts and dinners

TRANSPORT:

A Air-conditioned transportation

ENTRANCE FEES AND ACTIVITIES:

A All monuments and parks as indicated: Fort St George, Santhome Basilica and Kapaleeshwar Temple in Chennai; city
tour and Sri Aurobindo ashram in Puducherry; Thillai Natarajah Temple in Chidambaram; Brihadeeswara Temple in
Thanjavur; city tour, Rockfort and Sri Ranganathaswamy Temple in Tiruchirappalli; Meenakshi Temple and Tirumala
Nayak Palace in Madurai; Periyar National Park and spice garden in Periyar; houseboat cruise in Kumarakom; and
Fort Kochi, Mattancherry Palace r&desi Synagogue, Btanci§Church, Santa Cruz Basilica and Kathakali dance
show in Kochi

NOT INCLUDED

Expenditures of a personal nature, drinks and meals if not stated explicitly in the programme
Gratuities for driver and guide

Any airfare, airportaxes, supplement for which are quoted separately if applicable

Domestic airfares (given as supplement)

Any service not listed above

> > >

RECOMMENDATIONS

Comfortable and light clothing is the most suitable for travelling in India. Visitors should not weaglsteeshirts, shorts,

short skirts or skimpy clothing when visiting temples, religious or official buildings. Shoes should be removed before
entering a temple or private house. Sun protection, sun glasses, a hat and mosquito repellent can be very tisgful du
your stay



